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MA Travel and Nature Writing is designed 
for writers seeking advanced skills in the 
growing field of creative non-fiction inspired 
by the natural world and contemporary 
travelling.

The course focuses on writing from experience – 
about places, people and wildlife – to match the 
needs and opportunities offered by the travel and 
nature writing sectors. Students learn from field 
trips, workshops, encounters, formal and informal 
tuition and mentoring. The aim is to help develop 
professional practice along with practical writing and 
editing skills, and to produce a diverse portfolio of 
work to help establish a career in this competitive but 
exciting field. 

This is a low residency course over three trimesters. 
It will normally consist of three week-long residential 
sessions, meeting visiting writers and industry 
specialists; distance learning modules designed to 
familiarise students with the standards, interests and 
publishing requirements of the sector; one-to-one 
tutorials and mentoring; all designed to provide the 
opportunity to turn experience into well-crafted 
writing of publication standard.

MODULES
The course begins with an intense five-day residential 
session at Corsham Court in Wilshire, in early 
October. This is an introduction to the context, 
history and genres of travel and nature writing, 
and a chance to begin the process of writing from 
experience. The first two trimesters involve writing 
regular pieces, which are critiqued by tutors and 
peers. Through the business and context module, 
students explore the ethics, history and development 

of travel and/or nature writing. The second residency 
in March is usually abroad, while the third, in June or 
July, will be at a UK location chosen for its proximity 
to cultural, historical and natural sites. Throughout the 
course students will develop a portfolio of their best work 
and a journal tracking submissions to publications, helped 
by the advice and support of a specialist mentor.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A first degree (e.g. BA or BSc), a formal application, 
samples of travel and/or nature writing and an interview.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The course is designed to introduce students to the 
many outlets for travel and nature writing: including 
newspapers, magazines, blogs, websites, radio, TV and 
books. It will also equip them with the practical and 
business skills to operate as freelance writers in this 
challenging yet rewarding environment.

STUDENT PROFILE
Roz Mascall
The course is one of a kind. I wanted to do something 
completely different and get the experience and skills 
needed to write to a professional standard. I love travel 
and nature, so it seemed like the perfect combination. All 
the tutors I have met have been interesting and helpful. 
I’ve attended various free events at Bath Spa, such as 
the Life Writing Study Day, Poetry Masterclass and book 
readings by published authors. The qualification will give 
me the confidence to pursue a new career within a creative 
environment and the writing I have done during the course 
will contribute to my first non-fiction work. Come with an 
open mind! Travel and Nature writing isn’t limited to any set 
genre or subject. Whether it’s chapters to a book you want 
to write, articles, poetry, storytelling, writing for media... 
anything goes!

Location: Corsham Court campus

Length: Distance learning (1 academic year) with two 
residencies in UK, one residency abroad. Part-time option 
(over 2 academic years) also available.

Enquiries:
Email: postgraduate@bathspa.ac.uk
Visit: www.bathspa.ac.uk/postgrad
Apply: www.bathspa.ac.uk/postgrad-apply

Course Director: Stephen Moss

Key Features:
• Applied creative non-fiction, hands-on 

experience, tuition and practical advice from 
industry professionals

• Ideal for writers inspired by the natural world 
and contemporary travelling, ambitious to 
become published professional writers


